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To All Friends Worldwide,

The 43rd Annual Session of Southeastern Yearly Meeting was held during the third 
month of 2005, 23-27, at the Florida United Methodist Life Enrichment Center, Leesburg, 
FL.

òLiving in the World as Quakersó was our centering focus for this week, which began 
when Linda Chidsey spoke on òWalking in the Lightó, followed the next morning by her 
workshop, òLetting our Lives Speakó. As Linda raised topics such as redemption, corporate 
identity and, walking in a manner which òtakes away all occasions for waró, we gathered 
together in joyous expectation of workshops, meetings and activitiesñall planned to help 
Friends to be òactive followers and not just believersó.

Each morning began with early worship near the quiet eastern shore of Lake Griffin. 
After a community breakfast, worship sharing in small groups provided opportunities for 
spiritual dialogue among Friends. 

Meeting for Worship for Business was gentle and fruitful, where diligence and care of 
individual Friends serving on committees was demonstrated and approved. The Marriage 
and Commitment section of Faith and Practice, as amended, was approved.

An important focus of our work this week was a threshing session to take up the deep 
concern expressed by letter from St. Petersburg Meeting òregarding Friends United 
Meeting (FUM) minute 88-GB-52, which supports a personnel policy that is discriminatory 
towards Gays and Lesbians.ó The following three queries helped to define the issues:

 #1. What does it mean to be affiliated with FUM?
 #2. What has been the real level of our activity as members of FUM?
 #3. Are we viable members of FUM or members in name only?

The discussion which followed caused us to examine the nature of our relationship with 
FUM and how best to speak truth to the injustice which we find inherent in FUMõs 
personnel policy. We were blessed by the presence of Ben Richmond, a staff member of 
FUM, who spoke clearly, providing his perspective on this matter. The session came to a 
close and, as noted by our clerk, a òsweet, sweet spiritó filled the room. As silent worship 
ended, thunderheads rumbled loudly overhead.

The issue of SEYMõs relationship to FUM was carried over to the 7th day Plenary Session. 
As rain poured outside and a tornado watch was posted, the concerns and leadings of many 
Friends were expressed. Theological Issue or Human Rights Struggle? Friends labored 




